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Introduction
This handbook is the commencement of a project 
titled ? LGBTI policy guidelines for local governments?. 
This first event marks the beginning of series of 
events, five to be exact, that will allow its partners to 
share their experiences to identify common problems 
and possible solutions to overcome the titanic task of 
creating the first LGBTI policy when you are a local 
government.

The reflections and experience generated by these 
cities in LGBTI policies are remarkable. Cities are 
complex urban agglomerations. On the one hand, they 
are a source of opportunities and innovation, but at 
the same time, they show social fractures and 
discrimination. In addition, they are dense spaces with 
big populations.

Rainbow Cities Network and its members, aware of 
this reality, set the example for good governance on 
the basis of social cohesion, sustainability, economic 
development, and gender equality. Putting LGBTI 
people at the center of their policies. Ultimately, 
creating governance that ensures the quality of life for 
all citizens. A population that is heterogeneous and 
diverse. People in urban centers have many identities 
and interests (sometimes opposed) such as: gender, 
race, age, religion, abilities, social and economic 
position, among others. To respond to these 
challenges and find shared solutions, in 2020, the 

Coordinator of Rainbow Cities Network 
conceptualized the project.This project intends to be a 
practical tool of the reflections on policies and build a 
strategic orientation of our network.

For the opening event, we are privileged to have a 
great panel of experts including Helena Dalli, 
Commissioner for Equality from the European 
Commission, Evelyne Paradis, Executive Director from 
ILGA Europe, Nawal Ben Hamou, Secretary of State of 
the Brussels-Capital Region, responsible for Equal 
Opportunites, Juliane Steeger, Chair of the Board of 
Rainbow Cities Network, Manuel Rosas Vazquez, 
Coordinator of Rainbow Cities Network and 
Coordinator of the LGBTI Policy Guidelines for Local 
Governments.

We will close the transmission with the lecture 
?Localizing LGBTQ Activism: The Impact of Pride in 
Socially Conservative Contexts? from Professor and 
AuthorPh.D. Phillip M. Ayoub.

After this, our participant partners will invest two days 
in discussing and exchanging information in breakout 
rooms that will be the base of the LGBTI policy 
guidelines for local governments project.

Manuel Rosas Vazquez 
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Speakers

Phil l ip M. 
Ayoub Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Diplomacy and 
World Affairs at Occidental College and 
Alexander von Humboldt Foundation 
Fellow in International Security at the 
Hertie School in Berlin.  He is the author 
of When States Come Out: Europe?s Sexual 
Minorities and the Politics of 
Visibility(Cambridge University Press, 
2016)

Juliane St eeger

Chair of the Board of RCN. She is the 
representative for sexual and gender 
diversity at the state  capital Hanover 
since 2012. There she works in the 
areas of (queer)  women, seniors, and 
in the focus on rainbow families.

In addition, a larger proportion of 
administrative work is one of her 
tasks.

Manuel Rosas 
Vázquez
Coordinator of RCN and .Coordinator 
of the LGBTI policy guidelines for local 
governments. He works with the Board 
to set the strategy and direction of the 
network.  Manages relationships with 
our members and other international 
bodies,  and represents the network 
on platforms around the world.



This year we will have  a team of great talented people moderating the breakout rooms. Their names 
are: Magdalena ?wider - social psychologist, trainer and consultant on diversity, LGBTQ activist from 
Poland, member of Campaign Against Homophobia (kph.org.pl) since 2012, Board Member at 
Anti-discrimination Education Society.

We go the extra mile

Colette Farrugia Bennett is an activist for LGBTIQ rights and values diversity and social integration. She is the co-chair of the 
Malta LGBTIQ Rights Movement and is also part of the LGBTI Consultative Council which is an advisory committee to the 
government. She is the co-founder of MGRM?s Rainbow Support Service, which she is currently coordinating and providing 
support to the LGBTIQ persons in the process of self-identification, dealing with internalized homo-, bi-, trans- and 
inter-phobia, accessing services, and supporting gender and sexual diversity clients and their families in the process of 
coming out. Colette has a Masters Degree in Family Therapy and Systemic Practice, as well as a Masters Degree and 
Bachelor Degree in Social Work from the University of Malta. She has specialised in the therapeutic empowerment and 
affirmation of diverse gender and sexual identities within the context of individual, couple and family therapy.

Daria Kinga Majewski, She is a crossboarder queerfeminist activist, writer and essayist. To work on the idea of Equality she 
as well engages in different queerfeminist projects, as she works as a moderator and coach.

http://kph.org.pl
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